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In the face of seemingly relentless American optimism Eugene O rsquo Neill s plays reveal an America many would 
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like to ignore a place of seething resentments aching desires and family tragedy where failure and disappointment are 
the norm and the American dream a chimera Though derided by critics during his lifetime his works resonated with 
audiences won him the Nobel Prize and four Pulitzer and continue to grip theatergoers today Now noted historian John 
Pa ldquo Biographers have published dozens of books on Eugene O rsquo Neill over the last 50 years in an attempt to 
explain the complexities of America s 20th century lsquo master playwright rsquo What makes Diggins rsquo s 
thoroughly researched effort p 
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