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2 of 2 review helpful Maria Irene Fornes is inspiration By Jesus A Reyes This woman and her work is why I 
committed to theatre Her work as a playwright and a teacher to some of our current prolific Latino playwrights is why 
I continue to support theatre and the development of new work Anything by her or about her should be read re read 
studied and taught Maria Irene Fornes is the most influential female American dramatist of the 20th century That is the 
argument of this important new study the first to assess Fornes s complete body of work Scott T Cummings considers 
comic sketches opera libretti and unpublished pieces as well as her best known plays in order to trace the evolution of 
her dramaturgy from the whimsical Off Off Broadway plays of the 1960s to the sober meditative work of the 1990s 
The boo In this excellent study Cummings successfully argues Fornes s stature as the most important unknown 
playwright in the United States during the second half of the 20th century He provides a comprehensive analysis of her 
career over four decades de 
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