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2 of 2 review helpful Hamlet a mystery no longer By Gerald Baker Hamlet isn rsquo t the enigmatic puzzle play you
think it is There rsquo s an early short version of the play that makes perfect sense and answers all the problems people
have had with it over the years The reason we don rsquo t realise it is that the short version has been neglected for
decades by scholars and editors though theatre people have done a bit The different versions of Hamlet constitute one
of the most vexing puzzles in Shakespeare studies In this groundbreaking work Shakespeare scholar Terri Bourus
argues that this puzzle can only be solved by drawing on multiple kinds of evidence and analysis including book and
theatre history biography performance studies and close readings Bourus takes on the tripartite role of detective
historian and theatrical laboratory technician in Y oung Shakespeare s Y oung Hamlet Methodically she dismantles
fossilized assumptions about one of Shakespeare s greatest tragedies |eaving one to wonder ho
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