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9 of 10 review helpful Always Challenging Always Important Always Amazing By Chris Ohnesorge Karen Finley s 
latest book both a memoir and a collection of her work is a window into the life of one of the most important artists of 
the 20th century Karen Finley has always flown in the face of convention creating work that is both political and 
personal challenging and difficult redemptive and healing As one of the now A Different Kind of Intimacy will bring 
together for the first time a collection of performance artist Karen Finley s texts performances short stories essays op 
eds art and photographs creating a unique memoir of a woman whose life and career have embodied the urgent 
cultural conflicts of our time The writings include text from the infamous performances that brought her to the 
Supreme Court in Finley vs NEA a battle that became a mainstay of the culture war From Publishers Weekly In 1978 
Karen Finley was arrested while portraying a mix of red light district prostitute and locked up psychopath in the 
window of a defunct JC Penney This was as she puts it the beginning of my career causing psychic disturbances 
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