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The Beggar's Opera: 

3 of 5 review helpful This was originally just for a class but a great book By AshNicole Originally I was not thrilled 
on reading this book The book was assigned to me in my British studies class and I was not looking forward to it 
However I was pleasantly surprised at two things First it was short read and easy to comprehend Last it was really 
funny John Gay s writing is tough yet flowery which I love I m glad BAptized at Barnstaple Devon on September 16 
1685 during the reign of Charles II John Gay was orphaned by the age of ten but raised by a kind uncle who saw to his 
education at the local grammar school On reaching adulthood Gay was apprenticed to a mercer but he disliked this 
occupation and found a post in or near 1712 as secretary to the Duchess of Monmouth In 1714 with the sponsorship of 
Jonathan Swift Gay joined the household of Lord Clarendon and journe A ballad opera in three acts by John Gay 
performed at Lincoln s Inn Fields Theatre London in 1728 and published in the same year The work combines comedy 
and political satire in prose interspersed with songs set to contemporary and traditional English Iri 
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