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American Theatre: An Olive in the Cocktail: 

Clyde Fitch 1865 1909 was the most successful and prolific dramatist of his time producing nearly sixty plays in a 
twenty year career He wrote witty comedies chaotic farces homespun dramas star vehicles historical works stark 
melodramas and adaptations of European successes but he was best known for his society plays mirroring themes 
found in the novels of Henry James and Edith Wharton In fact Fitch collaborated with Wharton on a stage adaptatio In 
Clyde Fitch and the American Theatre An Olive in the Cocktail Kevin Lane Dearinger meticulously details the life and 
works of a prolific dramatist whose name and plays are not currently know 
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