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The Play Within the Play: The Performance of Meta-Theatre and Self-Reflection. (Internationale Forschungen Zur 
Allgemeinen Und Vergleichende): 

The thirty chapters of this innovative international study are all devoted to the topic of the play within the play The 
authors explore the wide range of aesthetic literary theoretical and philosophical issues associated with this rhetorical 
device not only in terms of its original meta theatrical setting from the baroque idea of a theatrum mundi onward to 
contemporary examples of postmodern self referential dramaturgy but also with regard to a varie About the Author 
Gerhard Fischer is Head of German Studies at the University of New South Wales Sydney Australia His books on 
theatre include The Mudrooroo Muller Project A Theatrical Casebook 1993 and GRIPS Geschichte eines 
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